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^S^^^^ (3sJ^> * ' * n ^ jnteractive televideo system having a central control node in 

/ bidirectional communication with plural viewer stations that include video display 

sets operably coupled to interactive station controllers, the central control node 
5 delivering video programming over multiple channels to the plural viewer stations 
and receiving information from the interactive station controllers, the system 
including a programming guide from which viewers select programming, a 
method of displaying for a viewer summary information relating to programming 
included in the programming guide, comprising: 

obtaining a use^ selection mdicatfbrTcorresponding to programming selected 
by the viewer from thb progranirmng guide j \ 

accessing in accordance with the usenseleetion indication summary 
information relating tolthe prograinrnrngyselected-b^the viewer; and 

displaying the summary information for the viewer on a video display set. 
15 2. The method ofi claim 1 in which the summary information includes a text 

description relating to the programming selected by the viewer. 

3. The method of claim 2 in which the displaying of the summary 
information includes displaying the text description in a text description window. 

4. The method of claim 1 in which the summary information includes 
20 display imagery relating tolthe programming selected by the viewer. 

5. The method of clapn 4 in which the displaying of the summary 
information includes displaying the display imagery in a preview display window. 

6. The method of claim 4 in which the display imagery includes a multi- 
frame video segment relating to the program selected by the viewer. 

25 7. The method of claim 6 in which the selected programming is transmitted 
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from the^entral control node when the programming is selected by the viewer and 
the multi-frame video segment includes the transmitted selected programming. 

8. Tk method of claim 6 in which the multi-frame video segment includes 
a preselected video segment that relates to the selected programming and is less 

5 than the entireWlected programming. 

9. The mW>d of claim 4 in which the display imagery is a single image 
frame relating to die programming selected by the viewer. 

10. The method of claim 1 in which the summary information includes a 
text description and d^pl ay imagery relating to the program selected by the 

10 viewer. 

1 1 . In an interactive video systeml^W a central control node i 



bidirectional communication with p 
sets operably coupled to inte Active Wation 
delivering video programming bver multipl/cl 




tations that include video display 
filers, the central control node 

plural viewer stations 



15 and receiving information from ihe interactive station controllers, the system 
including a programming guide fin which viewers select programming, a 
method of di S p.aying for a viewer sLmary information relating to programming 
included in the programming guide, comprising: 

storing in a memory associated vL the interactive video system 
20 programming summary information ttatUtes to available programming avai.able 
to a viewer and includes video segments l,ing to the available programming; 

obtaining an indication of progranmun^selected by the viewer from the 
programming guide; 

retrieving from the memory the programming summary information 
25 corresponding to the programming se.ected by the\iewer from the programming 



Express Mailing Label No. EM295377974US 



GAW.ck 1/8/99 3382-51701pa . 24 _ 

gui<fe; and 

Waying the programming summary taf„ rm a tion for & viewer on a ^ 
displayiset. 

12.W method of claim 1 1 in which me memory associated with the 
5 mteractiveWeo system is inCuded in the centra, contro, node, the indication of 
programmingWted by the viewer from the programming guide is transmitted 
by the interactivWion control to the centra, contro! node, and displaying the 
summary informAn for me viewer on a video display set includes transmitting 
»e program sunm^, information from the «ntra, control node to the interactive 
10 station controller assorted with the video display set. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 in 

ciaim 11 in wjjietrthe summary information further 

includes a text description relating to/the orowLmi™ * . . , . 

<v img tonne programmmg selected by the viewer. 

14. ^memodofclaVs^whic^^ 

are displayed in, respectively, a\ex, description window and a preview display 
15 window that are displayed adjacen\each other. 

15. The method of claim 11 Lhich the programming summary 
information is dismayed simultaneousLith the programming guide. 

16. The method of c.aim 1 1 in wL the programming summary 
^formation disp.ayed for me viewer includes an icon indicating a predetermined 

20 characteristic of the selected programming. \ 

17. The method of claim 16 in which thV predetermined characteristic of me 
selected programming is selectively cued by the\iewer. 

18. In an interactive video system having aLral control nod e in 
bidirectional communication with p.ura, viewer stations that indude video disphy 

25 sets operabry coupled to interactive station controllers, 1 centra, contro, node 
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dehverte video programming over multip.e channel ,o the piural viewer stations 

and receivW information from the interactive station controls, the system 

including a pVgramming guide listing programming available to a viewer, a 

memory associated with the interactive video system, comprising: 

5 Progrannnl sumrnary information^^ to programming ^ 

a viewer and taclude^multi-frame vid^segmej^reiating to the available 
programming. 

19. The memory of ^ata 18 in which the programming summary 
information further includes a\ex, description relating to the programming 
10 available to the viewer. 

information further includes a still image\l at in e to the nmo 

«gc reding to the programming available to 

-the-vitrwef^ 



